
Where is my community? What’s out there for me? How do 
I get involved?

All over the country, young Jews in their 20s and 30s are ask-
ing these questions. There’s a perception in this demographic that 
temple life isn’t for them unless they’re married with children, and 
with this perception comes the isolating feeling associated with 
these questions. 

Wilshire Boulevard Temple can be your community. We’re 
here for you, and we have multiple opportunities for you to get 
involved in Jewish life. All you need is that entry point, a chance 
to meet others asking the exact same questions. 

That entry point is here. This past Purim, 120 Jews in their 
20s and 30s gathered at Los Angeles’s famed club The Mint for 
the launch of “the blvd.” Singles and couples, members and non-
members alike, met, mingled, laughed and danced the night away 

to the sounds of Argentinean band Los Pinguos while raising 
awareness and money for the Jewish community of Argentina. 

“the blvd” is dedicated to making Jewish life relevant, engag-
ing and meaningful for Jews in their 20s and 30s. We’re here to 
connect you to one another, your community and your people. 
We’re committed to providing social, educational and spiritual 
experiences that reflect our diversity, talents and interests. Our 
mission in a nutshell: good people meeting good people and do-
ing good things. 

For more information, to get involved and to see what’s 
coming up next, please check the Temple website and/or contact 
Rabbi David Eshel.

    Rabbi David Eshel

For more information, visit  
 www.wbtla.org/pages/theblvd or call (213) 388-2401
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Aaron collects the crimson liquid, dashing the warm red 
blood upon the fiery altar. A few verses later, the Torah 

warns our ancestors, and the non-Jews who lived among them, 
that whenever they kill an animal for food or sacrifice, they 
shouldn’t ingest its blood: “Ki nefesh kol bassar da-mo”—the 
life of all flesh is blood. Blood, God warns a final time, is life. 

Our ancestors understood blood’s power. They respected 
it and feared it. But to many of us, this seems like religious 
hocus-pocus. We’re sophisticated and modern; we don’t need 

to spatter blood on stones to feel God’s power. Who needs this 
part of the Torah anyway? That’s what I used to think—until I 
became a blood donor.

	

Walk into any blood donor site and you’ll see amazing 
people. Some of them donate for no reason other than anony-
mous good. Most are there because it’s one of the few tangible 
things they can do to help a loved one facing the scalpel or 
the oncologist. These people next to me, their arms sprouting 
tubes of red, filling bags as they pump and squeeze a ball of 
foam—whose life are they here to save? Marvel at the miracle 
of people giving a little of themselves to someone they love. 

In five places, the Torah reminds us to treat blood with 
reverence. So rather than dismiss all that draining and dashing 
of blood in this week’s parashah as outdated nonsense, we can 
recognize the power of blood. And now, we can do more 
than sanctify that power—we can actually transfuse it. 

Donate to the Cedars-Sinai mobile blood unit as part 
of Big Sunday. Call Shira Brown at (213) 388-2401 x150, to 
make an appointment to give blood between 8:30 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 3 at the Irmas Campus.

		     Rabbi Steven Z. Leder

Parashat Kedoshim 
Leviticus 19:1-20:27

So many of us live in the fast lane on the 405, balancing life 
between work and family, routine and full activity, cell 

phone and eternal electronic connection. We yearn for quiet, 
for re-creation, for release. And in our tradition, we are blessed 
with Shabbat. When we take a full Shabbat, it’s a time away 
from the ties that bind us to the work world, and we can be 
renewed. How? Joining together in prayer; blessing the challah, 
the wine and our children at Shabbat dinner; hiking along the 
trails between the city and the valley; strolling along the incred-
ible California seashore—all of these can enhance Shabbat at 
home. (Check out our website, wbtla.org/pages/shabbat, to learn 
how to make Shabbat at home simple and engaging.)

However, I would also like to invite you to a unique 
Shabbat experience. Join the Institute for Jewish Spiritual-
ity retreat, held at the beautiful Trinity Conference Center in 

West Cornwall, Connecticut. From Thursday evening through 
Sunday afternoon, July 9–12, you’ll engage in a variety of Jewish 
practices to focus the mind and stretch the soul. What experi-
ences are these? Meditation and intentional silence, yoga and 
focused walks, prayer and study, song and celebration will guide 
each day. Shabbat will be the container in which these practices 
find their fullest expression. I have studied and explored with 
the IJS for several years and find that it is the Shabbat of my life; 
I encourage you to participate in Shabbat: Training for Daily Life. 

To register for the retreat, please call Pat Fettinger at  
(413) 665-7324 or email pat@ijs-online.org. Space is limited; 
please register before June 15. Any questions? Please ask me! 

  Rabbi Karen L. Fox

Torah Portion

Adult Opportunities

Shabbat:
Training for Daily Life

For more information, visit 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/318/worship_events



Center for Learning & Engagement

Brawerman Elementary School

We are pleased to announce that Brawerman students have been 
accepted to Archer, Brentwood, Buckley, Campbell Hall, 

Crossroads, Harvard-Westlake, Marlborough, Milken, New Roads 
and Windward schools. More than 90 percent of the sixth grade class 
was accepted to their first- or second-choice secondary school. Some 
class members have selected area public or charter middle schools.

The students will take many special sixth-grade memories on 
their journey, including kindergarten buddies, Hilltop Camp, tikkun 
olam at the St. Joseph Center, hosting Israeli students, traveling to 
Israel, the Headlands Institute, comparative religions, great literature, 
Greek masks, Shakespeare, orchestra, chanting Torah, athletics and so 
much more. 

Lech Lecha
Sixth Graders Prepare to Venture Off

We are always striving to teach Juda-
ism through creative and impact-

ful lessons. Each teacher ventures out of 
the comfort zone of basic information to 
engage our kids with tactile, thoughtful, 
challenging methods of making what they 
need to know into something they want 
to know! 

Our Jewish identity finds a way into their hearts and 
minds as they evolve in these modern times. This is why you’ll 
find groups of children enacting some aspect of our history, 
ritual or language throughout our beautiful campuses. 

Is that a passage from the V’ahavta being explained by 
fourth graders to their peers in t’filah at the Temple? Is that a 
fifth grader telling one of our rabbis about the importance of 
joining together for prayer on a Tuesday afternoon, so that  
we can increase the power of our community by sharing our 
knowledge and ruach (spirit)? Is that a second grader saying we 

are like Eitz Chayim, the 
Tree of Life, because our 
Jewish roots go deeply 
into us and the Earth? 
Is that a seventh grader 
asking Dan Nichols how 
he derives his musical 
inspiration?

Did you see our people fleeing Egypt in the hot sun at the 
Irmas campus the other morning? Did you hear them being 
chastised by Moshe for having built (or at least for having spray 
painted) a golden calf while awaiting the powerful words from 
God at Mount Sinai? Did you see them eating some of the mat-
zah baked out there in the wilderness, and performing mitzvot 
that will lead to freedom for us all?

Based in study and tradition, our programs always link our 
past to our present. Our participants, with the guidance of their 
educators, explore the ideas of our ancestors as they develop 
into the next generation of Jews.  

 Vinny Green
Director of Curriculum & Educator Development

tanding on the Shoulders 
of Our ncestorsS A



Upcoming Events

For a full calendar of events and services, please visit www.wbtla.org/events

big sunday!
Sunday, May 3, 2009 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Temple Campus  
Irmas Campus
Join over 50,000 fellow Angelenos across the city 
as we engage in “the Mother of all Mitzvah Days!”  

Parents and kids will have a myriad of mitzvah opportunities, 
including building playhouses for Habitat for Humanity homes, 
donating blood (Irmas Campus only), creating baskets for the 
homeless, baking tasty food for the home-bound and recycling your 
E-waste.
PLUS!  Teens and adults - sign up now to help us paint the sanctuary 
of Skid Row’s LA Central Community Church from  
1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. RSVP required.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/295/tikkun_events

GOLF classic 
Monday, May 4, 2009 
El Caballero Country Club
Funds raised will benefit Jewish youth by providing 
camperships to Wilshire Boulevard Temple Camps 
and scholarships for the NFTY Israel Program and summer teen 
Leadership programs. Sponsorships, four-somes and individual golf 
spots are available.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/299/youth_events

santa monica pier  
family “fun-raiser”
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 
4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Pacific Park on the Santa Monica Pier
Brawerman Elementary School and Mann Family and 
Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Centers will hold 
their annual Santa Monica Pier Family “Fun-raiser” at 
Pacific Park, located on the Santa Monica Pier.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/296/youth_events

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
and Soul Sounds Shabbat
Friday, May 15, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 
Temple Campus
Join us for our annual congregational meeting as we thank Temple 
President, Julie Miller and Vice President, Lauren Leichtman for 
their years of service to the Temple. We will also elect new members 
to fill open spaces on the Temple Board. To be followed by Soul 
Sounds Shabbat. 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/313/events

parenting speaker series 
with francine r. kaufman, m.d. 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 
7:30 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Don’t miss Dr. Francine Kaufman, author of 
Diabesity and one of the world’s leading authorities 
on the link between obesity and diabetes. 

www.wbtla.org/events/item/259/youth_events

Gindling Hilltop Camp 
40th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, May 31, 2009 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Gindling Hilltop Camp
Forty years of campers, songs and overnights... forty years of 
friendships, Shabbat and Havdalah... forty years of ruach.
Join us in celebration of the 40th anniversary of Gindling Hilltop 
Camp. Return to camp for an afternoon of reconnecting and 
reminiscing.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/297/youth_events

Judson Studios Tour for 
Rose Window Restoration 
Sunday, June 14, 2009 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Judson Studios, Highland Park
Founded in 1890, Judson Studios 
has operated for five generations as 
a family-run business and is world-
renowned for its exquisite stained glass, 
tile and mosaic creations. Join Judson Studio Manager Mark Levy 
for an informative tour of the famed studios and learn about the 
ancient process of stained glass. Bagels, juice and coffee will be 
served.  (Shuttles will leave the Temple Campus parking lot at 
9:30 a.m.; those wishing to drive will be provided directions.) Space 
is limited to 40 attendees and reservations are required.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/317/events
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Temple Family

B’nei Mitzvah

Congratulations to…
Anat and Nechmad Ben-Ishai on the upcoming marriage of their son, Guy 
and Laura Ben-Ishai...

Congratulations to… 
Kathy and Brian Kriegler on the birth of their daughter, Jenna Rose Kriegler 
and to grandparents, Ruth and George Furst and to aunt, Julie Furst…Jodi 
and Ross Milstein on the naming of their daughter, Layla Kavannah Renee 
Milstein…Kelly and Matthew Sloan on the naming of their daughter, Sasha 
Josie Sloan and to big sister, Sophie…Angie and Josh Tepper on the birth of 
their son, Oscar Samuel Tepper and to big sister, Molly…
 
Condolences to… 
Alan Berro on the death of his father, Joseph Berro and to grandson, Bailey…
Friends and family of Dr. Gertrude Finkelstein…Dr. Deborah Krakow 

and Michael Firestein on the death of her mother, Suzanne Krakow and 
to grandchildren, Emily and Marc and to in laws, Beverly and Chester 
Firestein…Rick and Wendy Kurtzman and their children, Lauren, Brian 
and Ethan and to Janet and David Lonner and their children, Sydney, 
Matthew, Adam, and Jordan and to Howard and Robin Kurtzman and 
their children, Diane, Erin and Drew and to Rochelle and Dr. Eli Ginsburg 
and Rhea Coskey on the death of their mother, grandmother and sister, 
Lynette Kurtzman…Muriel Blankfort on the death of her sister, Barbara 
Landowne…Wendy and Jay Brooks on the death of her mother, Ellie Lava 
and to grandchildren, Jayme, Jonas, Keven and Lindsay…Beth Singer on the 
death of her mother, Sylvia H. Levin and to grandchildren, Victoria Kaplan, 
Jeff Kaplan, Marc and Monica Kaplan and to great grandchildren, Maya and 
Daniel…
And to all immediate and extended family.



Schedule of Shabbat Worship & Study

Friday, may 1
Shabbat Service 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Caro 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.
Soul Sounds Shabbat
Rabbi Stein, Cantor Gurney  
and the Band 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, may 2
Torah Study and Service Combined  
LEVITICUS Acharei Mot/Kedoshim 16:1 - 20:27 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantorial Soloist Pam Simmons 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Rabbi Fox and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus - 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Stein and Cantor Gurney 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m. 
 
Rabbi Leder and Cantorial Soloist  
Ellen Sugerman  
Camp Hess Kramer - 10:30 a.m.

Friday, may 8
Shabbat Services
Rabbi Leder and Cantorial Soloist 
Ellen Sugerman 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Fox, Cantor Gurney and the 
Youth Choir 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, may 9
Torah Study  
LEVITICUS Emor 21:1 - 24:23 
Rabbi Sara Goodman 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m. 

Tot Shabbat
Cantor Gurney 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Service 
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney 
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m.

No service at the Irmas Campus 

friday, may 15
Annual Meeting and Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbi Leder, Cantor Gurney and the Band 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Service
Rabbi Stein and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

saturday, may 16

Torah Study 
LEVITICUS Behar/Bechukotai 25:1 - 27:34 
Rabbinic Intern Gersh Lazarow 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m. 

Tot Shabbat 
Irmas Campus - 9:00 a.m. 

Shabbat Services
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney 
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Stein and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.
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Los Angeles, CA 90010
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Contributions

We appreciate your generous donations.  An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
Arline & Harold Gelfand

In Loving Memory Of:
Ida Adelson by Anna & Michael Adelson
Steve Broidy by Steven Broidy
Barbara Drabkin by Robert Drabkin
Gertrud Evans by Shlomit Evans
Rose Karatz by Bruce Karatz
Stanley Kaufman by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldstein
Evelyn Kozberg by Joanne & Roger Kozberg
Rose Medof and Sidney Medof by Lynda & Phillip Levin
Renee Motley by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Motley
Dorothy Musin by Robert Drabkin
Jack Needleman by Luz & Marc Needleman
Fred Rappaport by Cheri Morgan
Arthur Schreiber by Elaine Schreiber
Harry Sinclair by Gerry Sinclair
Raymond Slotkin by Lisa & Bradley Mindlin
Jean Tabach-Bank by Julius Tabach
Julia Warren by Gloria Gold

CLERGY FUND
In Honor Of:
Rabbi Karen Fox by The Tenzer Family
Rabbi Steve Leder for officiating at the service of Nate Spilberg 
by Susan & Bruce Levin
Rabbi Karen Fox for officiating at the service of Ralph Robbins 
by Florence Robbins & Family

In Loving Memory Of:
Marion Smooke and Ida Bernfeld by Judy & Richard Smooke
Norma Freeman by Karen & Charles Rosin
Nate Spilberg by Susan & Bruce Levin

SISTERHOOD PULPIT FLOWER FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Armin Wittenberg by Gertrude Wittenberg

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
FOOD PANTRY
Jeanne Gerson

In Honor Of:
Lori Plager’s Birthday by Maskit & Gary Schiller

In Loving Memory Of:
Beloved father, Marshall Beckman by Joanne & Robert Schwarz
My beloved mother, Irma D’ull by Ann & Bernd Givon
W. Ben Finkel by The Finkel Family
David Fischer by Edith & Joseph Fischer
My beloved sister, Anne Kanner by Iris Kanner
Beloved cousin, Rose Kanner by Helen Samples
Louis Katz by Linda Schwarz
Tracy Kreisberg by Carrie, Andrew & Logan Kreisberg
Lynette Kurtzman by Anna & Eric Suddleson
Barbara Landowne by Judith Wolf
My father, Josef Schwarz by Robert Schwarz

PRAYER BOOK DEDICATION FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Rose Grey by Judi & Alan Fogelman

MANN FAMILY EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
In Loving Memory Of:
Beloved mother and grandmother, Rysia Tenzer by Mitchell, 
Gail, Benjamin & Matthew Tenzer

 

ANNE AND NATHAN SPILBERG ANNUAL 
LECTURE ON JEWISH LIFE
In Loving Memory Of:
Nate Spilberg by Karen & Stanley Bloustine
Nate Spilberg by Shirley Kodmur

RABBI HARVEY J. & SYBIL A. FIELDS 
EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Craig Berkus by Ileene & Donald Berkus
Sanford Kaplan by Jeanne Gerson

ANAT BEN-ISHAI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Evelyn Weissman by Laurie & Todd Okum 

DARFUR PROJECT
Debbie Schneider & Michael Friedman
Ruth Gaynes
Lisa & Adam Glick
Hillary & Steven Hartman
Michal Lesner
Gina Lobaco
Carol Bovill & Fredda Loewenstein
Vera & Steven Mark
Helen & Gary Mayer
Lauren Silver
The Weise Family 

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE CAMPS
In Honor Of:
The birth of our new granddaughter, Jenna Rose Kriegler by 
Ruth & George Furst
The birth of Jenna Rose Kriegler by Laurie & Steven Kend

In Loving Memory Of:
Minna Grodin by Ronnye & Bill Grueber
Our cousin, Debbie Kaufman by Helen & Gary Mayer
Jay Krupp by Aline & Gary Baer
Lynette Kurtzman by Geraldine Leder & George Beckerman
Lynette Kurtzman by Teri & Kenneth Hertz & Family
Lynette Kurtzman by Jamie & Douglas Lynn
Lynette Kurtzman by Elizabeth & Daryl Rosenberg & Family
Lynette Kurtzman by Susan & Donald Schwarz
Lynette Kurtzman by Tracy & Philip Weintraub
Beloved mother, Helen Levy by Virginia & Fred Kulberg
Our oma, Augusta Marx by Helen & Gary Mayer
Grandmother and great grandmother, Anna Rosen by Laurie & 
Steven Kend
Dr. Milton Rowen by Christina Chang
Dr. Milton Rowen by Ruth & George Furst
Our dad, Kurt Seelman by Helen & Gary Mayer

RABBI ALFRED WOLF CAMP FUND
In Honor Of:
Mike Roberts’s 80th Birthday by Laura, Frank, Amy & Gabby 
Adler

In Loving Memory Of:
Mitchell Dresser by Ruth & Samuel Mayerson
Lillian Ginsburg by Carolyn & Rob Carlson
Lynette Kurtzman by Nadine & Stephen Breuer
Lynette Kurtzman by Linda and Mike Roberts
Lynette Kurtzman by Susie & Paul Roberts
Lynette Kurtzman by Wilshire Boulevard Temple Camp 
Committee

Ellie Lava by Susie & Paul Roberts
Ellie Lava by Wilshire Boulevard Temple Camp Committee
Lois Stampa by Sandy & Rod Chase
Sarah Wolfson by Muriel Wolfson

DORIS H. AND MILTON J. CHASIN CAMP 
FUND
In Honor Of:
Speedy recovery of my father, Milton Chasin by Barbara 
Ginsburg-Wenkert
The marriage of Barbara Chasin Ginsburg & Harry Wenkert by 
Barbara Ginsburg-Wenkert

AL GOODMAN MEMORIAL CAMPERSHIP 
FUND
In Honor Of:
Ronnie Goodman by Rhoda Goodman & Family

ALAN A. SIENER MEMORIAL SPORTS CENTER
In Loving Memory Of:
Genia Tikozki by Anne Rubel
Martha White by Anne Rubel

FOOD PANTRIES 
Sunday, May 10, 2009 
Underwritten by 
Polly and Monty Preston
Thank you to those individuals and families 
who have chosen either to underwrite 
($1,000) or sponsor ($500) a week of food.  

If you are interested in joining this effort, please contact Gina 
Lobaco at (213) 388-2401 or  
globaco@wbtla.org. 

Mitzvah goreret mitzvah – doing a mitzvah leads to doing more.
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