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Like most of us, I get hundreds of  
e-mails every week. This one from 

Beth Weisman, the Director of our  
Parenting Center at the Temple Campus, 
is my recent favorite. The Parenting  
Center is the entry point for so many 
of the pioneering families joining the 
Temple and becoming part of our new 
Erika J. Glazer Parenting Center and 
Nursery School. The Nursery School, 
under the leadership of Carol Bovill, 
Director of Early Childhood Centers 
and Leslie Cerruti, Site Director, has 25 
children currently enrolled, and has al-
ready received more than 20 applications 
for next year, meaning the school will 
double in size! This amazing community 
of young, dynamic families is revitalizing 
the Temple and the Jewish people. 

	       Rabbi Steven Z. Leder

Hi Rabbi Leder,

We are starting a new session of parenting classes and have some new 

families, so I was hoping you might come by to visit and say hi when you 

have a chance. I know how much you kvell when you see the kids. You would 

have loved our first Little Chefs toddler cooking class yesterday. We made 

ice cream in a bag, and I don’t know who was more amazed, the children 

or the moms—it was like we made gold out of straw. I love their wonder 

and enthusiasm. But the best part was this: A new mom was trying out the 

class, and she was very shy and clearly a little overwhelmed by how the other 

moms already knew each other (they’ve been taking our classes together for 

a while and have really bonded). At the end of class, the other moms turned 

to her and said, “We’re all going to take the kids for some Korean barbecue 

[only on the east side]. Would you like to join us?” The new mom looked so 

happy and said yes. It was a wonderful Wilshire Boulevard Temple commu-

nity moment—you would have been proud.

								        Beth
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This week, we read one of the great narratives in Torah: The 
Israelites make their exodus, come to the edge of the Red 

Sea, the sea parts, the Israelites walk through and are saved from 
the pursuing Egyptians. Reaching the other side unharmed, 
they sing a poetic song of gratitude and praise, one whose open-
ing words we know well from our prayers: Mi cha’mocha ba’elim 
Adonai, mi ka’mocha neh’edar ba’kodesh—Who is like You 
among the gods, Adonai; who is like you, magnificent  

in holiness?
This beautiful, timeless piece of text teaches that God 

is always with us, ready to “jump into battle” to save us. 
But is that really how life works? So many of us have expe-
rienced “bad things happening to good people,” and all of 

us are witnesses to this in one way or another—the Ho-
locaust, Darfur and September 11, to name a few. 
Instead of imagining God is “up there” waiting to 

swoop down or ride in, like the white knight on the stallion, I 
believe we must—for our emotional and rational well-being—
find another way of imagining God’s actions in the world.

We can read and sing Mi cha’mocha with great reverence 
for its ancient metaphoric meaning. But in today’s complicated 
world, I choose to imagine God in a different way. I believe 
that God, rather than a Divine Being wholly separate from us 
“somewhere” in the heavens, is within each of us—that spark 
of holiness that, while perhaps not able to move mountains 
or part seas, can nonetheless perform the “everyday miracles” 
necessary to heal our broken world…the outstretched hand, 
the “I love you” at night, the tzedakah and so much more. I 
believe we are created in the Divine image, so let us imagine: 
“Who is like YOU?”—able to help bring peace and healing 
to the world?

		          Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein

Torah Portion

Adult Opportunities

No, it’s not just Dustin Hoffman and Bob Dylan. Others of 
us—the “baby boomers,” if you will—are earning deepen-

ing wrinkles, not to mention gray hairs. A fluid dynamic wave 
of boomers will reach age 65 around 2010 or 2011. The number 
of senior citizens is expected to double between 2002 and 2030. 
Four out of five boomers intend to keep working and earning in 
retirement, and half of them plan to launch a new job or career.

And that is why health matters—not for beauty, but for 
function! At Wilshire Boulevard Temple, we care not just for 
the soul, but for the body as well. As we age, the chance of 
developing a debilitating joint affliction increases. Forty-four 
million Americans are affected by osteoporosis. Women are four 
times as likely as men to develop the disease.  

Face the “brittle truth” and join in conversation with  
William Warren Brien, MD, Vice-Chairman of the Department 
of Surgery at Cedars-Sinai and Director of the Cedars-Sinai 
Orthopedic Center. Care for your body and your soul—become 
part of the longevity revolution! 
 
The Brittle Truth: Tips for Healthy Bones and Joints 
Thursday, February 12, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.  
Audrey and Sydney Irmas Campus

 
Questions and R.S.V.P. to Nan Brostoff, (213) 388-2401

 Rabbi Karen L. Fox

 Who Is Like YOU? B’shallach: Exodus 13:17–17:16

DUSTIN HOFFMANIT’S NOT JUST 

To learn more, visit www.wbtla.org/events/item/287/adult_events



Center for Learning & Engagement

Brawerman Elementary School

Our third and fourth graders and 
their parents recently journeyed to 

an older Israel during their PACE (Parent 
and Child Education) program, held on 
the Temple Campus. 
The groups “traveled” 
across the world and 
back in time to before 
the founding of the 
State of Israel in 1948 
to see how the pioneers 
of Zionism sacrificed, 
labored, cooperated and rejoiced in 
rebuilding our homeland. 
	 Educators worked hard to put 
on a unique program. They came in cos-
tume, bringing their pioneer characters 
to life. Parents were especially excited to 
hear information geared toward them 

and their children. 
The Ozrim were excellent tour 

guides as they led groups from place to 
place on the campus. They visited the first 

kibbutz, Degania, where 
European olim ( Jewish im-
migrants to Israel) learned 
how to tend the land. It was 
a great place to learn about 
communal Jewish living. Ev-
eryone hotly debated critical 
issues in a kibbutz meeting 

that ended with Israeli folk dancing.
Results of the sacrifice and coop-

eration of the Zionists were on display 
in the period of very rapid settlement 
development, where settlers established 
52 different towns across Israel overnight. 
The first underground efforts to defend 

Israel, the Haganah and Palmach, also 
demonstrated what risks people took to 
make Israel safe.

On Sunday in Stalford Hall, there 
was a small ma’abara, or transit camp, for 
new immigrants from Middle Eastern 
countries like Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and 
Iraq. Members of our Israeli staff shared 
real-life stories about their family histo-
ries. It was quite a lesson for our families 
to consider together what families in 
Israel had to endure in the early days of 
the state. 

All three days of the program were 
well attended, with close to 90 percent 
of families participating. It was a truly 
enriching experience for all. 
               Vinny Green, Interim Director,  
              Center for Learning &Engagement  	
                                      

Walking through the halls of Brawerman  
Elementary School, you will always hear 

sounds of learning: the clicking of computer  
keyboards, math computations, discussions 

from Hebrew, science and American history 
classes. But lately, you may be surprised to also 
hear profound questions such as “What say 
you, Hermia?” or “Golde, do you love me?”

	 Students in the after-school enrichment drama program, in  
conjunction with the Youth Academy of Dramatic Arts 

(YADA), are preparing for a musical production of  
Fiddler on the Roof, to be presented on March 24, 2009, 
at 7:00 p.m. The sixth grade is currently rehearsing  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, scheduled for  
February 12, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.

We Have It All!

 PACE Program Explores Pre-Independence Israel

From Tevye to Puck, 



Our B’nei Mitzvah

Congratulations to…
Janis Blumkin Schwartz on the recent marriage of her son, Zachary 
Schwartz to Laney Mara Rosin and to grandmother, June Blumkin…

Congratulations to…
Laura and Jeff Engerman on the birth and brit milah of their son, 
Max Eli and to big sister Megan……Mindy and Adam Silverstein 
on the birth and brit milah of their son, Benjamin Jacob and to big 
brother, Maxwell and to grandparents, Peg and Fred Pashkow and 
uncle and aunt, Jessica and Matt Pashkow and cousins Juliette  
and Mirabelle…

Condolences to…
Renee and Chuck Baren on the death of her grandmother, Evelyn 
Geller and to grandchildren, Dara, Jesse and Shaan…Stan Getz and 
Lisa Agay on the death of his father, Maurice Getz…Friends and 
family of Lawrence Hartz…Michael and Irena Hauser, daughter 
Jacqueline, brother in law Henry Hauser and Lori Hauser Veliz on 
the death of their uncle, Irving Novick…Friends and family of Sara 
Ober…Nancy and David Schwartz on the death of her father, Robert 
Simon and to grandsons, Gregory and Scott…Friends and family of 
Louise Sprecher…Dr. Alan and Judi Fogelman, Betty Cohen, John 
and Sherri Fogelman and their children, Max, Teddy and Hannah on 
the death of family member Sylvia Unger…

And to all immediate and extended family. 

Our Temple Family



Contributions

We appreciate your generous donations.  An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
In Honor Of:
Rabbi Steve Leder by Jaynee & Eric Beckman
Rabbi Steve Leder by The Greenwalds

In Loving Memory Of:
Harvey Black by Sandra Black
Beloved son, Richard (Dick) Channon by Ruth Channon,  
Sheila & Hal Rimer, Tracy & Larry Randolph, Tina Rimer & 
Tami Ballis
Eve Chervin by Helen & Jack Ross
Harold Cohen by The Frankls
Michael Ertzan by Michelle Ertzan
Beloved aunt, Edith Falk by Helen & Gary Mayer
Elsie Fogelman by Betty Cohen
Cherished cousins, Ruth & Fred Furst by Helen & Gary Mayer
William Glick by Robert Wolf
Leonard Kanofsky by Allison & Larry Berg
Frank Kohn by Relba Imerman
Oscar Libaw by J.E. Libaw
Adella Markowitz by Ruth Romoff
Loved grandfather, Edgar Marx by Helen & Gary Mayer
Madeline Maslon by Robert Wolf
Wonderful father, Fritz Mayer by Helen & Gary Mayer
Laurie Rosenblood by Jamie & Ken Rosenblood
David Shaffer by Leila Shaffer
Hayward Tamkin by Curtis & Priscilla Tamkin
Milton Wolf by Robert Wolf
Kenny Davis, Kevin Davis, Bess Powell Friedman, Jerome Jaffee, 
Annette Polland, Lawrence Hirsch Powell, Robert Powell, Meyer 
Robbin & Victoria Robbin by Joyce & Lawrence Powell

CLERGY FUND
In Honor Of:
Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein and Cantor Don Gurney  
by Dr. Linda Schwarz
Rabbi Steve Leder by Peggy Pashkow
Kayla Schwarz’s Bat Mitzvah by Dr. Linda Schwarz
Rabbi David Eshel for officiating at the service of Irving Novick 
by Dr. Karen Cobb

In Loving Memory Of:
Estelle Katz by Dr. Linda Schwarz
Benjamin Labiner by Marilyn Reingold
Sarah Mizrahi by Laurie & Terry Rodsky
Mother, Anita Repole by Judith & Richard Smooke

SISTERHOOD PULPIT FLOWER FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Sidney Kaplan by Edith & Joseph Fischer
Burton Berson & Arnold Mittler by Rosie & Robert Berson
Henry Melczer by Marjorie Ray
Joseph Ray by Marjorie Ray

ANN AND SAM BERNSTEIN CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY
In Loving Memory Of:
David Siegel by Deborah Siegel & Craig Weinstein

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
FOOD PANTRY
Jerome Blatt
Marjorie Blatt

In Honor Of:
Sydney Rose Golden’s Bat Mitzvah  
by Natalie Blake & Steven & Herbie Schwartz
Rev Melczer’s Birthday by Marjorie Ray
Nicole Rae Rosenbach’s Bat Mitzvah  
by Herbie Schwartz & Family
Linda Rosman’s Birthday by Ann & Jonathan Freund
Michael Saltzman’s 50th Birthday by Joanne & Stuart Friedman
Richard Suckle’s Special Birthday by The Chachkin Family

In Loving Memory Of:
Emanuel Burten by Susan & Steven Grad
Jane Deverell by Nina Weinstein
Our dear father, Herman S. Freund  
by Doris & Naum Tabachnick
Deborah Galowitz by Stacey & Lewis Feldman
Julius Gotlieb by The Gotliebs
Joseph Gottlieb by Stacey & Lewis Feldman
Max H. Grad by Susan & Steven Grad
Dear mother, Elizabeth Hartfield  
by Marian & Stanley Brown & Family
My beloved husband, Warner Hirsch by Jane Hirsch
Rose Honkofsky by Jared, Sydnee, Jordan & Samantha Breuer
My mother, Rose Kanner by Iris Kanner
Eleanor Phillips by Suzanne Rubin & Family
Beloved sister, Viola Robins by Edith Weiner
Rita Tenzer by Bert & Jeffrey, David & Jodi, Roni &  
Jane and Mildred Kaplowitz

PRAYER BOOK DEDICATION FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Richard Bookman by Curtis & Priscilla Tamkin
Anna Brody by Sue & Sonny Brody

MANN FAMILY EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
In Honor Of:
Rabbi David Eshel for performing Henry Jacob Unger’s Bris  
by Susan & Daniel Unger

RABBI HARVEY J. & SYBIL A. FIELDS 
EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor Of:
Our cousins, Rabbi Harvey & Sybil Fields by Marilynn,  
Heidi & Rachel Kregal

In Loving Memory Of:
Louis Alpert by Mimi Feldman
Dora Grosflam by Mr. and Mrs. Coleman Grosflam

ANAT BEN-ISHAI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dr. Rhonda Rand

MEREDITH FISHMAN MEMORIAL FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Meredith Fishman by The Fishman Family

THE CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS INQUIRY FUND
Allen Rennett

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE CAMPS
In Loving Memory Of:
Jeannette Agay by Arline & Richard Agay
Mother, Elizabeth Hartfield by Gertrude Kline
The best dad and grandpa, Frank Hoffer by Helene Hoffer Klein
Henry Kend by Laurie & Paul Kelson
Max Levine by Beatrice & Jerome Boish
Our beloved nephew, Norman Malin  
by Madeline & Michael Price
Andy Melczer by Marjorie Ray

STEVE BREUER CONFERENCE CENTER
In Loving Memory Of:
My husband, John Breuer by Julie Ray Breuer
John Breuer by Jared, Sydnee, Jordan & Samantha Breuer

RABBI ALFRED WOLF CAMP FUND
Casey Sater

In Loving Memory Of:
Joseph Dresser by Diane & Lawrence Dresser
Maurice Getz by Nadine & Stephen Breuer
Allan Stampa by Mr. & Mrs. Rod Chase

AL GOODMAN MEMORIAL CAMPERSHIP 
FUND
In Honor Of:
Healthy & Happy New Year to Mr. & Mrs. Curt Pindler  
by Rhoda Goodman
Healthy & Happy New Year to Leonard & Patricia Rubinstein 
by Rhoda Goodman & Family

CHARLES BENDIT CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Honor Of:
The marriage of Zachary & Laney Schwartz  
by Nadine & Stephen Breuer

In Loving Memory Of:
Carl Imerman by Merle, Arnie Weiner, Sharon & Jason  
Morris Kaplan by May Bendit

LOIS JEANNE LEVY MEMORIAL CAMPERHSIP 
FUND
In Honor Of:
Edward Levy’s Birthday by J. Lampert Levy
Justin Levy’s Birthday by J. Lampert Levy

KEHILLAH COMMUNITY CAMP FUND
Marjorie Blatt
Beth & Louis Friedman
Cheryl Garland
The Getelman Family
Beth & Jan Goren
Teri & Ken Hertz
Judy & Ron Kabrins
Cydney & Kenneth Kirschbaum
Stephanie Krajchir
Ann Levin
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Reinstein
Linda & Mike Roberts
Ellen & Steve Sugerman
Miriam Wexler

FOOD PANTRY
Sunday, February 8, 2009 
Underwritten by  
Banky La Rocque Foundation 

Thank you to those individuals 
and families who have chosen 
either to underwrite ($1,000) or 
sponsor ($500) a week of food.  
If you are interested in joining 
this effort, please contact Gina 
Lobaco at (213) 388-2401  
or globaco@wbtla.org. 

Mitzvah goreret mitzvah – doing a mitzvah leads to doing more.

R

EPAIRING THE W
ORLD

TIK
KUN OLAM



Schedule of Shabbat Worship & Study

Friday, FEBRUARY 6
Shabbat Service  
Rabbi Stein and Cantor Caro 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbi Leder, Cantor Gurney  
and the Band 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, FEBRUARY 7
Torah Study and Service Combined 
EXODUS Beshallach 13:17 - 17:16 
Rabbinic Intern Gersh Lazarow and 
Cantorial Soloist Pam Simmons 
Temple Campus 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Rabbi Fox and Cantor Caro 
Irmas Campus - 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Service 
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.

 

Friday, FEBRUARY 13
Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantorial Soloist  
Elisa Waltzman 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Fox and Cantorial Soloist  
Marshall Voit 
Irmas Campus -  6:00 p.m.

Saturday, FEBRUARY 14
Torah Study  
EXODUS Yitro 18:1 -  20:26 
Jonathan Freund 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Eshel and Cantorial Soloist  
Pam Simmons  
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m. 
 
Rabbi Fox and Cantorial Soloist  
Marshall Voit 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Events

Pacific Southwest Council Union  
for Reform Judaism Biennial
Friday-Sunday, February 6 - 8, 2009 
Hyatt Regency (Irvine)
Living Judaism: Recharging Ourselves,  
Our Congregations and Our Planet
Join the Pacific Southwest Council for their Regional Biennial.
Biennial Registration deadline is Tuesday, February 3rd
www.wbtla.org/events/item/303/events

It’s a wonderful world
Saturday, February 7, 2009
The Early Childhood Centers of 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple invite 
you to “It’s A Wonderful World” - An 
Evening with Friends Celebrating our 
Children.
This annual fundraising event features 
a silent auction as the highlight of the 
evening. Over 400 parents and friends 
of the schools will participate in this year’s auction. Proceeds from 
the evening’s event will go directly towards enhancing our school 
curriculum and will provide opportunities for our families through 
scholarship funds.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/285/youth_events

Dani Dassa’s 80th Birthday Celebration
Saturday, February 7, 2009 
8:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Fundraiser for Israel honoring Dani Dassa on his 80th Birthday... 
Sponsored by Wilshire Boulevard Temple and The Dassa Family
Here is a historic one-time event that no Israeli dancer should 
miss! There are few teachers and choreographers who can be called 
legends of Israeli dance, and Dani Dassa is definitely one of them! 
This is going to be a classic evening with many of Dani’s dances, 
including other dances of his era. Please tell all of your friends and 
come enjoy the fun while helping Israel at the same time! 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/304/events

the BRITTLE TRUTH: 
tips for healthy bones & joints
Thursday, February 12,  2009 
7:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Forty-four million Americans are affected by osteoporosis.
Women are four times more likely than men to develop the disease, 
but men also suffer from osteoporosis. Seventy percent of all 
ailments in active people involve the musculoskeletal system. As 
people age, their chance of developing a debilitating joint affliction 
increases. Come to this informative evening for tips on keeping your 
bones and joints healthy.
William Warren Brien, MD, is Vice Chairman of the Department 
of Surgery at Cedars-Sinai and Director of Cedars-Sinai Orthopedic 
Center, Cedars-Sinai Institute for Joint Replacement and Cedars-
Sinai Institute for Spinal Disorders. 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/287/adult_events

hard hat tour of the sanctuary &  
nosh with rabbi steve leder
Sunday, February 22, 2009  
10:30 a.m.  
Temple Campus
Is it true that the Sanctuary dome is suspended by horsehair? Where 
did Rabbi Magnin write his sermons? How many pipes are on the 
Temple organ? Who cleans the 6,000-piece stained glass windows? 
How are the lightbulbs changed in the chandeliers?  And what in 
the world is preventing us from turning on the air conditioning? 
Most important of all, we’ll be sharing the plans for revitalizing the 
Temple Campus.
Find the answers to these questions and much more by joining 
Rabbi Leder for a Tour of our historic Temple Campus.
Bagels & coffee will be served.
Reservations are required & space is limited. 
RSVP to Mike at (213) 388-2401 or globaco@wbtla.org
www.wbtla.org/events/item/307/events

For a full calendar of events and services, please visit www.wbtla.org/events
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