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Even with two wars in less than three years, even as it faces soci-
etal and financial struggles, Israel found a place in its heart—

and in its home—for a few thousand Darfuri who were brave and 
lucky enough to escape Sudan. After walking across Egypt, these 
refugees found safe haven in Israel.

B’nai Darfur (Children of Darfur) is an Israeli-based organi-
zation founded to help those men, women and children who have 
reached our Promised Land, assisting them with housing, clothing, 
food, Hebrew lessons and job acquisition. Some are already serving 
in the Israeli military; some will begin this summer. Others are 
already contributing to Israeli society by working and paying taxes. 
And yes—among the Darfuri, there are those who have not only 
decided to live in Israel, but have also become Jewish, linking them 
to us as members of our sacred covenant.

Now more than ever, it’s time to dig deeply into our hearts 
and model our compassion to our children, both for Israel and for 
these victims of genocide. This Passover, do the ultimate mitzvah: 
Help Israel help Darfur.

				     Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein
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DARFURISRAEL
Call Cristina Mauro at (213) 388-2401 x523 or  
send a check to us marked “The Darfur Project.”
One hundred percent of your tzedakah will go to help  
Darfuri refugees and is fully tax-deductible.   

Learn more about our unwavering  
commitment to help ease the horrors  
of the Darfuri genocide by visiting  

www.wbtla.org/pages/darfur. To request a paper 
copy, please call Phyl at (213) 388-2401 x269.  

Donate

Learn More
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Online Edition 
Please call to obtain a full printed copy.



The portion we read this week, Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20-
30:10), reminds us to find our inner passions and talents. 

It suggests we transform our lives with a good measure of real-
ism and clarity and, above all, stay focused on light. 

We learn in this portion that the Jewish people are to 
establish an eternal burning flame in our holy places of worship. 
The ner tamid is intended to serve as a constant reminder of 

God’s presence. It is a light that will illumine all generations, 
current and future. “Aaron will set up this light to burn 

continuously in the sanctuary. It will serve as a light for God 
for all generations.” 

The portion then outlines detailed job descriptions of 
each faction of the Jewish people. The High Priests 

connected us to God, the lower-level Priests served 

in the sanctuary, the Levites connected with the Jewish people 
at a “lower level” than the Priests, and common Israelites were 
involved in daily tasks and rituals. While today we may reject 
or question the hierarchy, this was the way to maintain order. 
Each person had his or her place, obligations and an important 
role to play. When juxtaposed with the commandment of the 
ner tamid, we  learn from this portion that we should focus on 
being our best at whatever singular thing we do. We shouldn’t 
try to be something we’re not intended to be. In an often-
quoted Hasidic tale, Rabbi Zusya says on his deathbed, “In the 
world to come, they will not ask me, ‘Why were you not Mo-
ses?’ They will ask me, ‘Why were you not Zusya?’” So find an 
eternal light, an eternal truth and go for it.  
		                  Rabbi Elissa Ben-Naim

Torah Portion

Adult Opportunities

When you read this article, I will be at the 120th annual 
convention of the Central Conference of American 

Rabbis (CCAR), the professional organization that provides 
continuing education and professional development for rabbis 
throughout North America and Israel. This year, as it does every 
seven years, the CCAR holds its convention in Israel—empha-
sizing the centrality of Israel to Reform Jewry.

Amid the tension of the war in Gaza, we assert solidar-
ity with Israel. As in previous years, Reform Jews will not 
hesitate to be present during conflict. Each American rabbinic 
class for the last 35 years has studied in Jerusalem and faced 
the stress alongside Israeli citizens. Rabbis will be engaged in 
hands-on tikkun olam throughout Tel Aviv—in projects that 
benefit Israeli poor, Jews and Arabs alike. We will even focus on 

war and terrorism as part of the Freehof Symposium. We will 
celebrate the unprecedented flowering of progressive Jewish life 
in Israel. On Friday, before Shabbat, we will study in the world’s 
largest gathering of a pluralistic beit midrash, bringing together 
hundreds of Israeli Jews studying with Reform rabbis. We will 
honor the appointment of Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus as the 
CCAR president, the first woman rabbi to be named president 
of the Reform rabbis while in Israel. We will celebrate cultural 
Tel Aviv and the artists involved in the Tel Aviv-Los Angeles 
Jewish Federation Partnership. 

All in all, I hope to enjoy the richness of our cultural and 
spiritual heritage and return ready to share some of that depth 
with you.

				     Rabbi Karen L. Fox

Tetzaveh Exodus 27:20 - 30:10
...find an eternal light,

an eternal truth,
and go for it

Emphasis on Solidarity
As CCAR Meets in Israel



Center for Learning & Engagement

Brawerman Elementary School

Dear Congregants,

We are pleased to announce that the 
Temple has hired a new Director 

for the Center for Learning and Engage-
ment. Her name is Sarah Hanuka and she 
is currently directing the religious school 
at Temple Sholom in Chicago. Sarah will 
begin with us full time on July 1st and ar-
rives with twenty seven years of experience 

in Jewish education. Wilshire Boulevard Temple is fortunate to 
welcome one of the country’s most respected Jewish educators.  

During the extensive interview process Sarah said on many 
occasions, “My philosophy of Jewish education is simple; teach 
Judaism to the heart. Make children feel. Teach children to 
look at the world through Jewish eyes. If they love it, they will 
want to know more.” Sarah has a particular expertise in Hebrew 
instruction and has great organizational talent. She is incredibly 
energetic and hard working. Her faculty admires and respects 
her. Children and teenagers alike respond enthusiastically to her 
warmth and her programming.   

Sarah was born and raised in Haifa Israel. She served in  
the Israeli navy testing new weapons systems and married her 
high school sweetheart Jonathan. She has lived and worked in 
the United States for twenty seven years. She and Jonathan have 
two daughters, Zahava age 25 and Tahl age 18.  

Sarah will be visiting the Temple over the next few months 
before arriving full time in July. During her visits there will be 
opportunities for faculty, parents and students to get to know 
her. We are very grateful to our Interim Director Vinny Green 
for bringing so much organization and strength back to our 
school. We are pleased that Vinny will remain as a professional 
leader of our school and work with Sarah as she learns about our 
programs. Together, they will move us forward. Thanks as well 
to our search committee and interview committee for helping 
us find Sarah, a talented and dynamic leader we look forward to 
welcoming to our community. 

				    Sincerely,   
				    Julie Miller, President   

The 21st-century Tu BiSh’vat is not only the birthday 
of the trees, but has become an earth day for environ-

mental awareness. At Brawerman, the Green Committee 
planned a day of zero waste from our lunches and snacks, 
and we wasted not. Classroom seders, planting seeds, and 
thoughtful essays and creative poetry were the order of the 
day. We celebrated! 

Leaves Falling 
By Sydney (Grade Two)
Green and yellow leaves falling down,
Down, down the leaves fly down to the ground.
Up, up, up then down, down towards the cars
Down they whirl like superstars.
Beautiful colors in the tree waiting for me,
I sure do love the amazing tree.

Tu BiSh’vat—Growing Spiritually
By Juliette, Charlie and Rose (Grade Five)
Tu BiSh’vat is the holiday for the growth of trees. Trees grow 
literally, but we grow spiritually. Through T’filah each Mon-
day we pray and connect to God, and at Shabbat each Friday 
we thank God for the week. These moments help us grow 
spiritually so we learn to be more understanding with God 
and each other. When we were younger, T’filah and Shabbat 
were about dancing and singing. But as we get older, it is the 
words in the prayers that mean something to us. As we watch 
trees grow taller, we soar higher.

Tu BiSh’vat Beyondand 



Upcoming Events

For a full calendar of events and services, please visit www.wbtla.org/events

spring retreat at  
camp hess kramer 2009: grades 3-7
Friday - Sunday, March 6 - 8, 2009 
Camp Hess Kramer
All third through seventh graders from our Center for Learning and 
Engagement and Brawerman Day School are invited to celebrate 
Shabbat in the natural world of camp.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/293/youth_events

purimland
Sunday, March 8, 2009 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus

Join us for the Center for Learning and Engagement’s new 
celebration of Purim at the Audrey & Sydney Irmas Campus. 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/288/worship_events

adult purim  
“the beatles do purim”
Monday, March 9, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Join us for a rock’n’roll Beatles sing-a-long Purim lead by your clergy 
and congregants who think they’re famous. 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/289/worship_events

second salon:  
The struggle: race vs. people vs.  
faith vs. tradition
Sunday, March 15, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 
Private Residence
Continue the conversation with facilitator Rochelle Ginsburg as 
we grapple with the second half of the book, exploring the chapters 
“Ritual” through “Children of Kings and Queens” and watching 
David Mamet turn an incredible cultural corner. Where are you in 
this dialogue?

www.wbtla.org/events/item/272/adult_events

Baila oy! 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 
8:00 p.m. 
The Mint 
6010 W. Pico Blvd. 
$18.00 ($36 at the door, if available)
Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s the blvd presents Baila Oy!  
A Purim event supporting Argentinean Jewish communities 
featuring Argentina’s and Los Angeles’ own Los Pinguos.
www.wbtla.org/events/item/305/events

Third Salon:  
Community Preparation for Seder: 
Who was the Wicked Son in  
the Haggadah? 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
7:00 p.m.
Enter a dialogue with Rabbi Karen L. Fox and wonder aloud: Do we 
still need the wicked son? Do we write him out of the Haggadah or 
widen the tent and welcome him/her in? What is your view now?
www.wbtla.org/events/item/273/adult_events

PArenting Speaker series with 
facilitator Pattie Fitzgerald
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 
Irmas Campus
Families with young and adolescent children 
will have the opportunity to learn from 
nationally acclaimed experts in our new 
parenting speaker series. 
www.wbtla.org/events/item/259/youth_events

family camp
Friday - Sunday, March 27 - 29, 2009 
Camp Hess Kramer
Build a collage of your family’s Jewish memories with a Shabbat  
at camp. Enjoy the hiking, singing, laughing and praying together 
with camp and Temple educators and clergy.  
www.wbtla.org/events/item/294/youth_events



Our B’nei Mitzvah

Welcome to new Temple members…
Aner and Nicole Ben-Artzi and their daughter, Ayelet…Brandford 
Schlei and his daughter, Chelsea…Seth and Jennifer Stevelman and 
their daughter, Chloe…

Congratulations to…
Nadine Newmark and Randy Roisman on their marriage…

Congratulations to…
Jenifer and Gil Barkon on the birth of their daughter, Sydney Rose 
and to big brother, Eli…Lisa and Matthew Humiston on the naming 
of their daughter, Rachel Esther Humiston and to older sister, Mia…
Dr. Suzann and James Levine on the birth of their son, Quincy 
Robert Levine…Alana and Gary Rubens on the birth of their son, 
Miles Gregory and to big brother and sister, Ethan and Ashley and 
to grandparents, Lani and Ron Riches, great grandmother, Gerry 
Sinclair, aunt and uncle, Angie and Kevin Belinkoff and cousins, Kyle 
and Allison Belinkoff…Kim and Walker Ozar on the birth of their 
son, Myles Ozar and to big sister, Sienna and Payton…Susan and Dan 
Unger on the birth of  their son, Henry Jacob Unger and to big sister, 
Dylan and to great grandmother, Ruth Lavine…

Condolences to…
Matt and Lisa Humiston on the death of his grandfather, Ed Gamson 
and to great granddaughters, Mia and Rachel…Trey and Pam Heisler 
on the death of his father, Daniel Heisler and to grandsons, Adam, 
Eli, Jeremiah and Joshua…Dr. Alan and Doreen Kaye on the death of 
his mother, Mary Kaye and to grandchildren, Hillary, Michelle and 
Matthew…Fredrick and Marsha Levin on the death of his brother, 
Arthur Levin and to niece, Emily Levin…Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein 
and Stephen Ariel Miller on the death of his grandmother, Nanni 
Mayer…Evelyn Prell on the death of her husband, Irving Prell…Monty 
and Polly Preston on the death of his aunt, Helen Preston Reingold…

And to all immediate and extended family. 

Our Temple Family



Schedule of Shabbat Worship & Study

Friday, march 6
Shabbat Service  
Rabbi Leder and Cantorial Soloist  
Pam Simmons 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Soul Sounds Shabbat 
Rabbi Stein, Cantor Gurney and the Band 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, march 7
Torah Study  
EXODUS Tetzaveh 27:20 - 30:10  
Rabbinic Intern Erin Mason 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney 
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Stein and Cantorial Soloist  
Lonee Frailich 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, march 8 
PURIMland Celebration 
Irmas Campus - 10:00 a.m. 

monday, march 9 
Adult Purim - “The Beatles do Purim”  
Irmas Campus - 7:00 p.m.  
 
Friday, March 13
Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Leder and Cantor Caro 
Temple Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Rabbi Fox and Cantorial Soloist  
Jacqueline Rafii 
Irmas Campus - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, FEBRUARY 14
Torah Study  
EXODUS Ki Tisa 30:11 - 34:35 
Rabbinic Intern Gersh Lazarow 
Temple Campus - 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Rabbi Fox, Cantor Caro and  
Rabbinic Intern Erin Mason 
Irmas Campus - 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Services 
Rabbi Leder and Cantorial Soloist  
Ellen Sugerman  
Temple Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Fox and Cantorial Soloist  
Pam Simmons 
Irmas Campus - 10:30 a.m.

Wilshire Boulevard Temple 
3663 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010
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Contributions

We appreciate your generous donations.  An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Lucy Armel by Merle Galindo
Robert Carp by Bertha Carp
Edward Fenton by Barbara Canter
Edward Fenton by Caren, Rick, Dana & Laura Sheckter
Solomon Friedman by Sinclair Family
Richard Godessoff by Anna & Eric Suddleson
Dear parents, Bertha & William Golant  
by Rita & Albert Harris & Family
John Greenberg by Mr. and Mrs. Joel Greenberg
Max Haves by Hyman Haves
Harold Held by Lacine & Joe Held
Lawrence Horn by Minette Horn
Ronald Lavin by Audrey Lavin
Toni Lewis by Hilda Hochberg
Josef Lipsky by Helen & William Smerling
George Mintzer by Barbara & Gerald Watkins
Walter Reade, Jr. by Ronnie Reade
George Rosen by Deborah & Erwin Stoff
Dear sister, Grace Ross by Dorothy & Alan Weinberger
Irwin Sacks by Mildred Sacks
Molly Sider by Harriet Freund
Esther Siegel by Lola Jameson

CLERGY FUND
In Honor Of:
Alan O’Mara’s Bat Mitzvah by Bettina O’Mara
Rabbi Stein for officiating at the service of Sylvia Unger  
by Anna & Louis Fogelman

In Loving Memory Of:
Anne Brock by Janice & Daniel Wallace
Tsilya Dekhtyar by Zoya & Efim Rudin
Beloved mother, Sibyl Hyman by Janice & Arthur Gerry
Anne Kanner by Samples Family -  
Helen, Iris, Mel, Stella, Kyle & Ty
Chayim Kurtsman by Zoya & Efim Rudin
Sarah London by Vera & Steven Mark, grandchildren  
and great grandchildren
Edith Wixen by Janice & Daniel Wallace

SISTERHOOD PULPIT FLOWER FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Mom and grandma, Ethel Hoffer by Helene Hoffer Klein
Frances Wagner by Corryne, Caryn & Roger Schuster

ANN AND SAM BERNSTEIN CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY
In Loving Memory Of:
David Chorna by Chorna Family

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
FOOD PANTRY
Muriel Blankfort
Maren Christensen
Jeanne Gerson
Shirley Haiman
Frances Kent
Laura Rauss
Cheryl & David Simon
Natalie & Jerry Spector
Carol Vernon

In Honor Of:
Brenda & Phil Bubar’s 20th Anniversary by Pat & Carl Feldstein
Jerry Greenberg on a speedy recovery  
by Margery & Arthur Schwartz
Paul & Judi Lippe by Michael Collins
Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein by Lisa Agay, Stan Getz  
and Irene Getz

In Loving Memory Of:
Beloved sister, Freda Aaronson by Helen Samples
The Preston and Colton Families by Polly & Monty Preston
My beloved father, Max D’ull by Ann Labe
Dear father, Morris Kanner by Helen Samples

Molly Lou Kolpas by Norman, Katie & Jake Kolpas
Sidney Loeb by Ruthie & Stephen Loeb
Beloved mother, Augusta Marx by Lotte Seelman
Nanni Mayer by Nadine & Stephen Breuer
Beloved husband and father, Raymond Norton  
by Rita & Marcy Norton
Louis Peters by Susan & Richard Frankel
Abraham Shevitz by Helen Sherwin

AUDREY AND SYDNEY IRMAS CAMPUS
In Loving Memory Of:
Pat Van Rhyn by The Kolpas Family

PRAYER BOOK DEDICATION FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Cecelia Saperstein by Dr. Rose Saperstein

GERI AND RICHARD BRAWERMAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
In Loving Memory Of:
Albert Horowits by Sue & Sonny Brody

ANNE AND NATHAN SPILBERG ANNUAL 
LECTURE ON JEWISH LIFE
In Loving Memory Of:
Ben Segall by Sherry Heyman

RABBI HARVEY J. & SYBIL A. FIELDS 
EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
My brilliant father, Jerome Lipman by Melanie, Noa, Shai, 
Hanna & Paul Skikne
Erwin Shrier by Tiffany Shrier & Scott Howard

ANAT BEN-ISHAI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor Of:
The marriage of Gail Benun and Tom O’Byrne by The CLEAB

In Loving Memory Of:
Thelma Checel by Marlene Checel Larson

MUSIC PUBLICATION FUND
In Honor Of:
Cantor Gurney on the occasion of Matthew Climan’s Bar 
Mitzvah by Nancy Daum

In Loving Memory Of:
Samuel Leemon by Elaine Robinson

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE CAMPS
Steve Weiner

In Honor Of:
Rabbi Steve Z. Leder by Lisa Agay & Stan Getz

In Loving Memory Of:
Our uncle, Harry Braver by Jennie Sauer; Marlene Sauer; Angie, 
Mike, Robert and Joey Corritone; Dana, Jonathan, Andrew 
and Micah Goldstein; Steve, Micki, Jonathan and Molly Sauer; 
Waldo and Wiley Sauer
Maurice Getz by Lisa Agay & Stan Getz
Sidney Matorin by Laurie & Steven Kend
Our wonderful Papa, Joseph Sauer by Jennie Sauer; Marlene 
Sauer; Angie, Mike, Robert and Joey Corritone; Dana, Jonathan, 
Andrew and Micah Goldstein; Steve, Micki, Jonathan and Molly 
Sauer; Waldo and Wiley Sauer
Dear brother, Nathan Solomon  
by Rachael & Dr. Norman Hoffman
Henry Susskind by Mr. and Mrs. George Furst
Myron Varon by Janine & Steve Barasch and Shawna  
& Ross Barasch

RABBI ALFRED WOLF CAMP FUND
In Honor Of:
Paul & Susie Roberts by Merle, Arnie, Sharon, Jason & Relba 

In Loving Memory Of:
Hannah Cagan by Frances Creamer
Robert Simon by Ruth & Samuel Mayerson
Regine Wolf by Miriam Wolf

ALLAN CHATKIN CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Honor Of:
Judy & Allan Africk’s 50th Wedding Anniversary  
by Sandi Chatkin

In Loving Memory Of:
Morrie Jaffe by Sandi Chatkin
Sue Zuckerman’s father by Sandi Chatkin

EVELYN K. KRAMER MEMORIAL CAMP FUND
In Honor Of:
Arnold Luster on a speedy recovery by Harriet Burton & Family

ALAN A. SIENER MEMORIAL SPORTS CENTER
In Loving Memory Of:
Raul Rubel by Anne Rubel

CHARLES BENDIT CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Trude Ernstova by Nadine & Stephen Breuer

SILLS CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Honor Of:
Rabbi Steve Leder by Merle, Arnie, Sharon Weiner &  
Relba Imerman
Rabbi Stephen Julius Stein by Merle, Arnie, Sharon Weiner & 
Relba Imerman

MARK GREENSTEIN CAMP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
My mother, Sarah Tisherman by Pauline Greenstein

RICHARD BARASCH BBQ / PICNIC AREA 
FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Myron Varon by Shirley Barasch Varon

YONI LICHT CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory Of:
Regina Tarica by Miryam & Samuel Tarica

KEHILLAH COMMUNITY CAMP FUND
Stephanie & Rabbi David Eshel
Wendy & Eric Levine
Eric Nicastro

FOOD PANTRIES 
Sunday, March 8, 2009 
Underwritten by  
Polly and Monty Preston  
In loving memory of the Preston and Colton Families 

Thank you to those individuals and 
families who have chosen either to 
underwrite ($1,000) or sponsor ($500) 
a week of food.  If you are interested in 
joining this effort, please contact Gina 
Lobaco at (213) 388-2401 or  
globaco@wbtla.org. 

Mitzvah goreret mitzvah – doing a mitzvah 
leads to doing more.
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